
For fast, accurate  
placement testing

Suitable  
for learners   
aged 16+
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Test your students’ English level quickly and easily with 
the Oxford Placement Test, which has helped place 
millions of students in the right class.

	 100% online so students can take it at home or in class.

	 Automatically marked with instant results so you can start teaching 
the same day.

	 Learning Management System makes it easy to set up tests  
and manage results.

	 Computer adaptive technology gives more precise results than  
traditional placement tests.

	 Results include CEFR level (Pre-A1 to C2), a score out of 120,  
and the time taken.

Welcome

Free Trial 
Register now and we’ll 
add a free trial test to 
your account to use 

straight away!



What it tests
The Oxford Placement Test has two  
sections – Use of English and Listening.

The Use of English section assesses students’ 
knowledge of grammatical form and vocabulary.

The Listening section assesses students’ general 
listening ability.

Both sections test how well students understand the 
meaning of what is being communicated, which is  
an excellent indicator of general language ability. 

How it works
The Oxford Placement Test is computer adaptive, 
which means that the test adjusts the difficulty of 
questions based on the student’s responses.  
This makes it more motivating and ensures that it 
gives a more precise measurement than traditional 
placement tests.

Answers are automatically marked after each task, 
giving you an instant result once the test is complete.

You can choose how long students have to complete 
the test (between 50 and 90 minutes), depending on 
their ability.

British or American English
The test is available in British and American English 
in four different combinations: 100% British English, 
100% American English or a mix. For total flexibility, 
you don’t have to choose the combination until you 
set up the test.

About the  
test



4

Test format

Listening
The Listening section tests 
how well students can 
understand communication 
in different contexts (such 
as university lectures, going 
shopping, and business 
meetings), depending on 
the CEFR level. There is a 
focus on explicit and implied 

meaning. 

Use of English 
The Use of English section  
focuses on grammatical 
form and meaning. 
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Section Part 1 Part 2 Part 3

Use of  
English

Description

Complete a  
short dialogue with  

the appropriate  
grammatical form or 

lexical item

Read a short dialogue 
and identify what a 

speaker means

Type the missing word 
in gapped text with the 
appropriate grammar 

or texts

Testing focus Grammatical form, 
lexical precision

Pragmatics:  
understanding explicit 
and implied meaning

Grammatical form, 
lexical precision

Response type Four-option  
multiple choice

Three-option  
multiple choice

Gapped text.  
For A1-C2, test takers 

type their answers. 
For Pre-A1, test takers 

select their answers

Questions Ten tasks
Ten tasks, each with 

one or two questions
One task,  

seven questions

Listening

Description

Listen to a short  
dialogue and  

identify what the  
speaker means

Listen to a longer  
dialogue and  

identify what the  
speaker means

Listen to a  
monologue and  
identify what the  
speaker means

Testing focus Pragmatics: understanding explicit and implied meaning

Response type Four-option multiple choice

Questions Five tasks per part, each one with two questions

“I like the simplicity  
of assigning tests. It literally 

takes me two minutes to  
create a new group and  
assign them the test.”

Alexandra Novozhenina 
Centro Colombo Americano,  

Colombia



Results

Results you can trust
The Oxford Placement Test was developed to 
take the worry out of placing your students. 
Piloted on thousands of students across the 
globe, the test is continually validated to 
ensure it delivers results you can trust.

Results are reported as a CEFR level and 
standardized score for the test as a whole, and 
separately for the Use of English and Listening 
sections, allowing you to make fine-grained 
distinctions between students’ abilities.

Managing results
User-friendly management tools make it easy 
to administer the test, and to manage the 
results.

	Results show CEFR level (Pre-A1 to C2),  
a score out of 120, and the time taken.

	Email the results to test takers, or print  
them out.

	Download the results in Microsoft Excel.

	Co-brand report cards with your  
institutional logo.

	Customize the results page by adding 
your own columns to capture any extra 
information you need.
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“The results  
are immediate 

and accurate and 
objective.” 

Jo Whittick 
English in Chester, UK



Step 1.  
Create or sign in to your account

	Go to www.oxfordenglishtesting.com .

	Sign in to your account if you already  
have one, or click ‘Register’ to create  
a new one.

Step 3. Get support
	For more guidance, see the detailed  
Help and Support pages.
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Step 2. Try a free trial test
	If you’ve created a new account you 
can try a free trial test.

	Click ‘Start’ in the ‘Home’ tab.

	You will be guided through setting up 
a placement group, assigning a test, 
taking a test yourself or administering 
one to a colleague, and viewing and 
sharing results.

Get started



Free Trial 
Register now and we’ll 
add a free trial test to 
your account to use 

straight away!
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